
Gender & Literature
Spring, 2015

Independent Reading Project

This is our next major project in the class.  It's an important one, not only because it's an opportunity 
for you to dig deep into something on your own, but because it's a way for us all to share the learning.  
There's far too much reading and exploring to be done in the world of gender experience, gender 
theory, and gender history to fit into a single lifetime, let alone a single semester.  So – 

Your assignment is to:

• choose a book from the list (below)
• read it thoughtfully
• write a paper 
• do a presentation for the class introducing us to the book, the questions it asks, the ideas it 

raises, etc. 

Books to choose from.  
(If you'd like to do a book that's not on the list, please run it by me.)

Memoir / Personal Narrative / History
Bornstein, Kate. Kate Bornstein is a Queer and Pleasant Danger
Feinberg, Leslie. Transgender Warriors: Making History from Joan of Arc to Dennis Rodman
Foucault, Michel. Herculine Barbin
Labonté, Richard and Lawrence Schimel. First Person Queer: Who We Are (So Far)
Lorde, Audre. Zami: A New Spelling of My Name
Mock, Janet: Redefining Realness: My Path to Womanhood, Identity, Love & So Much More

Theory
Bornstein, Kate. Gender Outlaw: On Men, Women and the Rest of Us
Bornstein, Kate. Gender Outlaws: The Next Generation
Lorde, Audre. Sister Outsider: Essays and Speeches
Wilchins, Riki Anne. Queer Theory, Gender Theory: An Instant Primer
Wilchins, Riki Anne. Read My Lips: Sexual Subversions and the End of Gender
Woolf, Virginia.  A Room of One's Own and/or Three Guineas

Fiction / Fictionalized Memoir
Baldwin, James. Another Country or Giovanni’s Room
Eugenides, Jeffrey. Middlesex
Feinberg, Leslie. Stone Butch Blues: A Novel
Le Guin, Ursula.  The Left Hand of Darkness
Stein, Gertrude. The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas
Winterson, Jeanette. Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit

Self Help
Bornstein, Kate. Hello Cruel World: 101 Alternatives to Suicide for Teens, Freaks and Other Outlaws
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Your Paper:
The kind of paper you will write will depend on the kind of book you read.  Above all, I’m asking you 
to engage with the book thoughtfully.  Find a question it raises for you and explore that question.  You 
paper should have a thesis that can be explored in relation to the text.  I will conference with everyone 
individually to help you think this through.  Papers should be 3 – 6 pages.  I'll accept longer papers if 
there's a good reason.

Your Presentation:  
Your presentation will be different from your paper.  In your presentation, you will share with the class:

1. The basics of the book:  who, what, when, where.  Keep this part brief.
2. What are the major questions and/or experiences this book explores?
3. What major ideas does this book argue for/convey/imply?
4. What big questions did this book raise for you?
5. What are your thoughts on these questions?  Where do you stand on them just now?  What 

might you argue about with the author?  Why?
6. What did you, personally, like/dislike about this book?  Did it have emotional impact for you? 

 Do you recommend it?  
7. What does this book leave you with?  What questions do you want to explore further?  How has 

it changed your thinking?

Journals:
For the next few weeks, your journals should focus on your reading.  Use them to reflect on the 
questions it's raising and your thinking around them.  What is interesting to you about this book?  
Troubling?  Exciting?  What is confusing you?  These journals should be helpful when the time comes 
to begin writing & preparing your presentation.

Timeline:

Week of 3/17
Choose & get book

Weeks of 3/24 & 3/31
Read book & complete journals.  There might be some in-class reading time, but I do not promise it.  
This will be your only homework.

Week of 4/7
In-class work & conferencing time. Paper due 4/10

Week of 4/14
Presentations


