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In-Class Essay #2
Orlando

Please write a thoughtful, well-organized, text-based response to ONE of the following questions.  

Be sure to 
• think, consult your text, and sketch out an outline (feel free to show me your outline before 

you begin to write)
• support your points with direct evidence from the text(s)
• proofread for syntax and conventions

AND...
• Reread your essay at least twice before handing it in!

Options

#1. Sitting on the deck of the Enamoured Lady shortly after her transformation, Orlando gradually 
becomes aware of the differences between men's and women's experience of life.  She reflects on the 
advantages and disadvantages of being a woman.  Imagine a person going through the same 
transformation today.  Map out her thoughts and observations as Woolf maps out Orlando's.

#2. The theme of illusion shows up repeatedly in chapter 4.  Why?  How does it relate to the rest of 
book (so far)?

#3. How does Orlando's relationship with nature function in the novel (so far)?  Does it change, or 
is it static?  Does it mirror her other relationships or transformations?  Does is contrast with them?

#4. Write an essay exploring a question of your own – run it by me first.

Nuts & Bolts

Your essay should be

• double spaced
• in 12 point font
• printed & stapled
• 2 – 5 pages long

You will have today's class to work on it.  It will be due at the beginning of class on Thursday.
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Analysis

You have a clear, thoughtful thesis.

Your thesis and analysis are fully developed.

Your analysis is text-based.  It is supported by specific examples and/or quotes.

Composition

Your essay is logically organized.  It is easy to follow your reasoning.

Your language is clear and direct.

You adhere to the conventions of syntax, grammar, punctuation and spelling.


