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Welcome to the First Day of the Rest of your Semester

Today you begin the story that you will work on for the rest of the course.  Unless you change your mind, which 
you might do, and which is okay as long as you don't change it any later than April 26.   You'll hand in a first 
draft of this story on Monday, April 4.  It will be graded for content, structure, language and conventions, and 
work habits.  There will be three more due dates for drafts, as follows:

1st draft: Monday, April  4
2nd draft:  Monday, April 25
3rd draft: Monday, May 9
final draft: Monday, May 23 (subject to change based on POL week schedule)

This process simulates the way you might work with an editor.  What you will be turning at first will be 
unfinished –  works in process – but they won't be unedited, unformed sketches or rough drafts.  Each time you 
hand in a draft it should be significantly changed from the last: developed, tightened, shaped, and edited.  

We will spend our class time for the rest of the semester in the following ways:

• mini-lessons
Ms. Johnson and Ms. Brody will lead mini-lessons in various writing skills that will help you to make 
your story its own best self.  These will range from unpacking/tightening, to orienting the reader in time,
to syntax and conventions.

• work time / conferencing
You will have a lot of time to write in class, but not nearly enough.  You will also need to work on this 
for homework.   During work time, we will conference individually with everyone. 

• group feedback sessions
An important part of building your writing skills is engaging in other people's processes.  This will be a 
little different from the way we have shared work so far.  I will insist that everyone share at least 
something, at least once, and offering feedback is required.

How you might want to get started today:
Remember that you have a ton of source material.  You've invented characters, situations, action scenes, plot 
possibilities.  If you're not sure what you want to write, don't sit staring straight ahead – look through your stuff.

If you want to begin an entirely new story, that's fine… but don't skip the process steps.  Get to know your 
characters.  Put them in some imaginary situations,  Introduce them to some new people.  Write a few booster 
rockets:  stuff that will get you off the ground and probably fall away when it's no longer needed, scenes that 
might end up on the chopping block, but that help you to understand more about your story and where it might 
go.

Here is the writing process you should follow:

Hahahahaha.  There is no single writing process!  Everybody does this differently, and most of us don't do it the 
way we think.   So if you'd like to start by making a story map, feel free.  If you want to do eight free-writes, 
knock yourself out.  You have today's class to get started on this project in whatever way works best for you.  
Ms. Johnson and Ms. Brody will circulate.   Only rule:  no talking.


