
Intersecting Identities
Fall, 2015

The Battle of the Minds
The Woman Warrior

Welcome to the First Ever Maxine Hong Kingston Duke Out.  Here's how it works:

1. Opposing teams are assigned a question.

2. A coin flip determines what position each team will take

3. After the (metaphorical) opening bell, teams have until Thursday to prepare a thorough, 
text based, convincing argument in support of their (assigned) interpretation of The Woman 
Warrior.

4. On Thursday, teams present their arguments before a panel of Ms. Theep.  Each team will
have three minutes to present, and one minute to respond to the opposing team's presentation.

5. Ms. Theep will declare a winner; Ms. Brody will grade the presentations.

Rules of Engagement:

• Arguments for your position must be supported by quotes or specifics from the text.
• Each member of the group must speak during your presentation.
• You must argue for the position to are assigned.

Honors:

People taking the course for honors will consolidate their team's arguments in a single, well 
organized thesis paper.

Grading:

This will count as a major course grade.  Each group member will be graded individually for the 
argument they present.  However, part of your individual grade will be based on the team's 
overall presentation.  (See rubric.)  Members of each winning group will will receive a bump to 
their grades.

Timeline:

Monday, 11/9: Introduce project, assign teams 7 questions.  Teams strategize and assign 
themselves homework.

Tuesday, 11/10: In-class work time.  Prepare arguments

Thursday, 11/12:  Groups present arguments
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Teams & Positions:

Team 1:  MHK is more Chinese than American
Luke, Hannah, Carla, George

Team 2:  MHK is more American than Chinese 
Haley V, Cassie, Matt Frey, Christian

Team 3:  MHK misunderstands & misrepresents her mother
Ocean, Bianca, Matt Smith, Haley A

Team 4:  MHK's representation of her mother is accurate and fair
Nadiv, Destiny, Charlotte, Elijah

Team 5:  MHK is more Chinese than American
Ashley Scolastico, Jessie, Ryan, Dayna

Team 6:  MHK is more American than Chinese 
Zeandre, Ashley Mazza, Ian

Assessment Rubric – Debate

Analysis

Your arguments are text-based.  You use quotes and/or specifics from the book to 
support them.

Your arguments work effectively with the team's overall analysis.  You build on each 
other.  You don't contradict or repeat each other.

Your arguments demonstrate a clear and thorough understanding of the book

Composition

Your point(s) are clearly expressed.  

Your speech and the group's overall presentation are well organized – ideas build 
logically so it's easy to follow your reasoning.

Oral Expression

You speak clearly, loudly, and slowly

Your delivery is lively and engaging

Your eyes are not glued to your page

Work Habits

Your presentation runs smoothly.  Each member is prepared to deliver your part

Your group is on task during in-class work time
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Honors Essay

If you are taking the course for honors, please write a thesis paper in which you argue your 
group's position.  Your essay should be 2 – 4 pages, double spaced, and should build on the 
arguments your group used.  

Honors Essay Rubric

Analysis

You have a clear, fully developed thesis.

Your analysis is text-based.  It is supported by specific examples and/or quotes.

Your arguments are persuasive.

Composition

Your essay is logically organized.  It is easy to follow your reasoning.

Your language is clear and direct.

You adhere to the conventions of syntax, grammar, punctuation and spelling.

Work Habits

Your essay is turned in on time.


