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Education in America
Final Project:  Educational Manifesto

For this project, you will work in groups to create your own educational manifesto, which you will 
present to the class.  In your manifesto, you will lay out your theory of education, your positions on the 
burning questions, and your proposal for an ideal system.

Here are some of the questions your manifesto should answer:

• What purpose(s) should education serve in our society?
• How can education best serve those purposes?
• If you were to design an educational system from the ground up, what would it look like? 

◦ Who would be educated?  
◦ Who would teach?
◦ What would teaching and learning look like?
◦ What would be taught?
◦ When and where would education take place?
◦ Would “results” be “measured?”  Would students be categorized, evaluated, graded, etc? 

How?

Engaging With the Discourse

Enough has been written on educational theory to paper a road to the moon and back.  (I don't know if 
that's true.  I just made it up.)  This being a short unit, we will not have time to read much of that vast 
body of work.  However, each group member will be required to read at least one chapter, article, or 
blog post on one or more of these questions.  Honors students should read 2 – 3 chapters, articles or 
blog posts.  In your presentation, you should incorporate, engage with, or dispute the ideas in the 
material you've read.  Be sure to cite!

On the lower shelf of the green bookcase is a collection of books by people who have been seen as 
radical thinkers on education.  You may use these books in the classroom and xerox chapters out of any
of them.  I'll be happy to help you with Harold if you don't know how to use him.

Presenting

You will present your manifesto to the class as a group on Friday, May 20.   If we don't get through all 
of the presentations on that day, we'll continue during and after POL week.

Grading

You will grade your project yourselves.  You must give your project a grade for each of the skills 
strands:  Analysis, Composition, Oral Expression, and Work Habits.  Please write a statement 
explaining how you arrived at your grades.  If you do not turn in your grades by June 3, I will flip a 
coin.  If it's heads, you'll get As in all strands; if it's tails you'll get Fs.
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Preparing for Nancy

Nancy Faust Sizer is a Lecturer of Education at Harvard University. A high school teacher for twenty 
years in both public and independent schools, she has published texts for secondary schools in Chinese 
history and moral education. 

She is the author of Crossing the Stage, an in depth study of the senior year in high school, co-author 
(with her husband Ted Sizer) of The Students are Watching, and co-author (with Ted Sizer and Deborah
Meier) of Keeping School. She serves as director of the Sizer Teacher Center and co-founded as well as
served as co-principal of the Francis Parker Charter School in Devens, MA.

Nancy has generously agreed to talk with us about her ideas and experiences with education.  She'll be 
joining our class on Tuesday, by Skype.  In order to prepare for that conversation, please

1. Familiarize yourself with Nancy's ideas.
Each member of your group should read something different by Nancy.  Possibilities include:

◦ the interview attached

◦ a chapter from her book The Students Are Watching (on the green bookshelf)

◦ a review of one of her books or an interview you find yourself on-line

2. With your group, share your impressions of Nancy's ideas and viewpoints.  What confuses 
you?  What questions does she raise for you?  What do you agree/disagree with?

3. With your group, come up with at least 5 questions you'd like to ask Nancy on Wednesday 
about her ideas on or experience in education.

http://www.heinemann.com/products/E00412.aspx

