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Research Project Overview

Welcome to Unit II:  Research

Over the next four weeks, you will become an expert on a topic that has affected your life. We will take
this step by step.  At the end of the unit, you will have learned how to:

• Investigate a topic
• Formulate a guiding question
• Evaluate print and web sources for reliability
• Use databases, library catalogues, and inter-library loan
• Take research notes
• Create a bibliography
• Identify experts on a topic and request an interview
• Prepare for an interview 
• Examine your data to reframe your questions
• Organize your research notes
• Write an outline

That's a heck of a lot.  

Each Thursday, you will be responsible for turning in everything on the week's checklist.  (It is fine to 
move faster and turn things in early.)  We will have in-class work time, but not enough.  You will have 
to do a lot of homework.

A few notes:

• Research is a slow and messy process.  Do not be discouraged if a question you follow leads to 
a dead end.  Maybe now you know enough about your topic to find a more fruitful question.  

• I (Ms. Brody) will be checking in with everybody as much as possible during work time.  
Please ask for help when you need it!  My extra help is Monday.

• At the end of the unit, you will share what you have learned with the class.  You will NOT write
a research paper.  Instead, you will apply your expertise in Unit III.  

• TRIGGER WARNING
In this unit, you will be writing about a real world issue that may be relevant to your own 
personal experience.  This can be painful, scary, and even dangerous.  Sometimes your own 
emotional reactions to exploring a topic can surprise you.  If you choose a very serious or 
troubling topic, I will ask that you clear it with me, and I will insist that we let Debi know.  She 
will be prepared in case you need support. 


