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Activism Through Writing
Unit Overview

Congratulations!  You've become an expert on an issue that matters to you.  Now it's time to do 
something.  In this unit, we will ask:  How can I make a difference through writing?

The nuts and bolts:

You will write at least two different pieces with a real-life, real-world goal of making a change.  You 
will get your writing to its intended audience.  If it is a letter to the paper, you will actually submit it; if 
it's a blog, you will put it on-line; if it's a letter to your representative, you will mail it, etc.

What forms can my writing take?

Any.  To help you figure out what will be most effective, ask yourself:

• Who needs to know about your issue?
• How can I reach that person/those people?
• What needs to be done about your issue?
• What do people need to know/understand/be convinced of in order to do what needs to be done?
• How can I best inform/explain/convince?

Here are some forms you might use...

• letter to a newspaper
• letter to an elected representative
• blog
• petition
• informational pamphlet (tri-fold or leaflet)
• poem
• song
• website
• poster
• editorial or opinion piece for The Innovator

Some details to keep in mind:

• Be aware of the conventions of the form you're taking: letters should be formal and respectful.
• Remember to back up your arguments with facts.  Use your notes!  Cite your sources!

Timeline (subject to change):

Thursday, May 13: 1st activism piece due
Thursday, May 19: 2nd activism piece due
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Activist Writing Assessment Rubric

Name _______________________________________

Content

Your intent is clear.  Readers understand

• what the issue of concern is
• what you are asking them to do about it

You include relevant, convincing information

You make effective use of the strategies of persuasion (ethos, pathos, logos)

You document your sources

Structure 

You include the appropriate amount of information for the form of writing you have chosen

Your information is organized/presented in a way that is easy for the reader to follow

Your information is laid out visually in a way that is effective for the format your have 
chosen 

Language and Conventions

You adhere to the conventions of spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc

You adhere to the conventions of the form you have chosen (business letters are formatted 
correctly, etc)

Work Habits

Your work is on time

Notes:


