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Character Dossier – White Teeth

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Working as a group, your job is to choose a character in White Teeth and create a complete dossier on 
them that includes the following documents:

• 3rd grade report card

• Notes of a therapist/psychologist or religious counselor after meeting with your character.  
(You decide when and why your character chose to seek help from this person.)

• Diary entries from three different years in your character's life

• Excerpt from a letter from one member of your character's family to someone else (excerpt 
must be about your character)

• Performance review by character's boss or military commanding officer

• Your character's (self-written) profile for a social media, professional or dating site

• Two additional documents of your choice  (These can be additional items from the categories 
above or something else entirely.)

Characters to choose from: Archie; Clara; Irie; Samad; Alsana; Magid; Millat

THE INDIVIDUAL COMPONENT
This is a group project – the goal is for you to think together, work together, and make something 
you're all proud of.  However, I also need to assess you individually.  To that end, each member of the 
group will turn in a (2 – 4 page, double spaced) artist's statement/reflection, in which you will:

1. Explain the decisions made by the group as a whole and provide the textual analysis they were 
based on.  Be as thorough as possible. 

2. Reflect individually on the final product.  Is there another approach you might have liked to 
take?  Based on what?  How might you have brought out other aspects of your character?

Important:  this part of the statement is not about venting or blaming:  
NO:  “I wanted to do X but the group over-ruled me.” 
YES:  “As a group, we chose to do X.  If I had been on my own, I might have done Y 

because...”

TIMELINE
I will provide feedback on your first three entries (ungraded) by the end of this week. The final dossier
and individual statement will be due Wednesday,  November 23.  You will have some in-class work 
time, but expect to do plenty of this as homework.  
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Character Dossier Project
Assessment Rubrics

GROUP GRADE – DOSSIER

Note: This grade is for the dossier as a whole.  Documents will not be graded separately.

Analysis

Your documents give a picture of your character that is thorough, three dimensional, 
and plausibly text-based

You demonstrate a good overall understanding of your character and the book

Composition

Each of your documents is thoroughly developed.  (Of course, this will vary by type 
of document.)

Each of your documents is written in a style and voice that is appropriate or plausible 
for its “author” 

You adhere to the conventions of syntax, grammar, punctuation and spelling or depart
from them, as appropriate, in a plausible way.

Your dossier is polished – you've paid attention to layout, formatting, etc

Work Habits

Your dossier contains all of the documents listed

Your dossier is turned in on time

INDIVIDUAL GRADE – STATEMENT/REFLECTION

Analysis

You articulate the group's decisions throughly, providing textual support for them

You share your own critical thinking about the group's decisions (in a respectful and 
constructive way),  providing textual support for your critique

You reflect specifically and thoughtfully on the final project

Composition

Your artist's statement is clearly organized: it's easy to follow your reasoning

Your language is clear and direct

You embed quotes smoothly

You adhere to formal conventions of syntax, punctuation, spelling, etc

Work Habits

Your statement is turned in on time


